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““So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden 

that will not be known” (Matt 10:26). 

 

What is an apocalypse? 

 

1. Jot down some thoughts that enter your mind when you think of the word “apocalypse,” 

and if possible, give a few specific examples of the use of apocalypse in literature, film, 

television, news media, etc. 

 

2. An apocalypse (Ancient Greek: ἀποκάλυψις (apokálypsis), from ἀπό and καλύπτω, 

literally means, “an uncovering” (see Matt 10:26; “revealed” is a translation of the Greek verb 

that is a form of ἀποκάλυψις).  In religious concepts, an apocalypse usually provides what Bart 

Ehrman has termed, “A vision of heavenly secrets that can make sense of earthly realities.” 

 

3. Characteristics of apocalyptic literature: 

✜ symbolic (Zech 5:5-11) 

✜ visionary (Dan 10:4-9) 

✜ prophetic (Dan 7:15-18) 

✜ written during oppressive conditions (Dan 1:1-2) 

✜ eschatological (Dan 12:1-4) 

✜ encouraging to believers (Dan 12:13) 

✜ good vs. evil (Rev 12:7-9) 

 

4. Revelation: The Seven Seals 

✜ Revelation 5:1-5 

✜ Written “within and without” 

✜  Sealed with seven seals—very important 

✜  Only one worthy to open them is Christ 

 

5. The First Seal/the First Horseman 

✜ Revelation 6:1-2 

✜ Possible Interpretations Vary 

✜ Most likely interpretation: The Word; “So shall my word be that goes out from  

my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall 

succeed in the thing for which I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11). 

 

6. The Second Seal/Second Horseman 

✜ Revelation 6:3-4 

✜ War and Bloodshed 

✜ “When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must  



happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 

kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines” (Mark13:7-8). 

✜ Symbolism: the color red; the large sword 

 

7. The Third Seal/the Third Horseman 

✜ Revelation 6:5-6 

✜ Famine 

 The scales  

 The voice 

 The cause: black, oil and wine may be clues 

 

8. The Fourth Seal/the Fourth Horseman 

✜ Revelation 6:7-8 

✜ Death  

✜ Hades 

✜ “Unless the LORD had given me help, I would soon have dwelt in the silence of 

death” (Psalm 94:17). 

✜  One fourth of the earth under Death's power 

9. The Fifth Seal - Martyrs 

✜ Revelation 6:9-11 

✜ Focus of the vision turns from earth (first 4 seals) to heaven 

✜ Altar symbolizes martyrs’ sacrifice 

✜ Not sacrifice of atonement; a thank offering 

✜ Souls under the altar 

✜ Cry of the martyrs (love for God’s name) 

Though with a scornful wonder men see her sore oppressed, 

By schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 

Yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, “How long?” 

And soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 

✜ God tells them to wait 

✜ “inhabitants of the earth” (unbelievers) 

✜ White robes symbolize blessedness, purity given by Christ 

✜ Application: 

 The church is called to take up the cross, to be willing to suffer  

martyrdom: “Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 

and take up his cross and follow me’ (Matt 16:24). 

  The faithful will continue to suffer persecution and trials until the 

Judgment of the Lamb:  I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

 

10. The Sixth Seal: The End Times 

✜ Revelation 6:12-17 

✜ List of cosmic disturbances 

✜  These verses relate what will happen on earth during the end times 



 Destructive changes to a sin-spoiled world 

 Preparation (purification) for “new heaven and new earth” 

 Does not say the earth will be annihilated 

✜  6 classes of people = total of evil men on earth 

 They search in vain for protection 

 Their cries were predicted by Hosea and Jesus: “The high places  

of Aven, the sin of Israel, shall be destroyed.  Thorn and thistle shall grow up on their altars, 

and they shall say to the mountains, ‘Cover us,’ and to the hills, ‘Fall on us’” (Hosea 10:8). 
“ For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that 

never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 

‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these things when the wood is green, 

what will happen when it is dry” (Luke 23:29-31)? 

 Unbelievers in all levels of society will ultimately face judgment 

 

11. Revelation 7 is the interlude between seals 6 and 7 

✜ Revelation 7:1-8 

✜ The happenings in heaven 

✜ An angel from the east holds the seal 

✜ A seal is a mark of personal identification: “And the Lord said to him, ‘Pass 

through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men 

who sigh and groan over all the abominations that are committed in it.’ 5 And 

to the others he said in my hearing, ‘Pass through the city after him, and 

strike. Your eye shall not spare, and you shall show no pity. 6 Kill old men 

outright, young men and maidens, little children and women, but touch no one on 

whom is the mark’” (Ezek 9:4-6). 

✜ Note the contrast between this manner of sealing and the seven seals  

✜ 12,000 from each tribe of Israel—more or less—are sealed 

✜ Why 12,000, and 144,000 total? 

✜ “Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart ✜ to mark you as a redeemed 

child of Christ.” 

✜ All newborn soldiers of the Crucified 

Bear on their brows the seal of him who died. (stanza omitted from CW) 

✜ God's public recognition of all believers at the judgment (more than 144,000) 

 

12. Revelation 7: The great white host 

✜ John sees a great multitude in heaven, wearing white robes, holding palm 

branches and praising God 

 “No one could count them” (more than 144,000) 

 “Every tribe, people, and language” (not just tribes of Israel) 

  Those who “have come out of the great tribulation” (believers) 

  Secret of their escape and glory has to do with their robes (see 7:14) 

✜  John’s present tense rejects millenialist notion of the rapture 

 Only Judgment Day will deliver justice for God’s suffering people 

 “We must go through many trials to enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 

14:22) 


